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Introduction

Co-funded by the eContentplus programme of the EC
Budget: 1.900.000 Euro (50% co-funded)

Co-funded duration: Sep’ 2006 to Feb’ 2009

Project EuroGeoNames (EGN) –
Developing a European geographical names infrastructure 
and services based upon the decentralized kept and 
maintained national data bases
=  distributed OGC Web Feature Services architecture
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Partners – EGN Consortium

▪ BKG, Frankfurt am Main (Co-ordinator) 
▪ Bundesamt für Eich- und Vermessungswesen, 

Wien
▪ Surveying and Mapping Authority of Slovenia
▪ EuroGeographics Head Office, Paris
▪ Universiteit Utrecht, Geographic Department
▪ EDINA National Data Centre, Edinburgh
▪ Geodan Holding, Amsterdam
▪ ProDV AG, Dortmund 
▪ ESRI Geoinformatik GmbH, Kranzberg

Academic 
sector

Public 
sector

Private 
sector
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Partners –
EGN Reference Group (NMCAs) 
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Complexity – linkage between 
ECS & ELS & EVN-DB 

EGN Central Service (ECS)
DE.BKG.GN.2XH5000A

AT.BEV.GN.45TZU00BV 
HU.HMA.GN.4NM4700C

Some official local names forms (endonyms) of the 
Danube river („Danube“ being a standardized exonym)

EGN Local Services (ELS)

Linked to exonyms 
(EVN-DB):
Danube (eng, fre), 
Danubio (ita, spa), 
Tonava (fin),
∆ούναβης (gre),
Danubi (cat)
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 8 classes and 27 sub-
classes defined by 
EGN Reference Group

 essentially for the 
purpose of query-
filtering

 EGN gazetter model 
allows for different 
feature classifications to 
be used (e.g. INSPIRE 
IFCD) ...

Implementation – harmonized 
feature types
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Reference application – search & 
visualization

“1st window”
end-user interface 
defines name 
searches, displays 
results and 
demonstrates 
functionality of the 
EGN infrastructure

8 languages 
supported
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Commercial application – ESRI 
ArcGIS Extension

“2nd window”

enables ESRI 
ArcMap to perform 
name searches, to 
analyze, visualize and 
save the results in a 
standard commercial 
GIS

1 million ArcGIS 
user base

available as free 
download
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A joint venture, mainly between BKG and EuroGeographics:

 Host the EGN Central Service

 Host the EGN Reference Application

 Continuing technical support for NMCAs (EGN Local Services)

 Technical support for EC (in integrating the EGN Central Service
in applications or services)

 Project management and administrative support 
for pilot customers (development of business model)

 Further development of the EGN infrastructure & services
(development of new functionality requested by pilot customers/VARs)

... on a tendering process

Sustainability – Implementation 
Plan 2009 - 2012

BKG

BKG

BKG

BKG

XY

EuroGeographics
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Management and partnership aspects (1/2)
 strong consortium with different views (public, 

academic and private institutions), which worked very 
effectively together. 

 high esteem with many European NMCAs has been 
very important and a prerequisite for setting up the 
infrastructure on a voluntary basis! 

 GI community and geographical names experts got 
closer and worked effectively together.

Lessons learned
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Management and partnership aspects (2/2)
 sustainability became a problem without technical 

and organizational agreements with the NMCAs 
(distribution agreements, service level agreements / 
objectives, etc.).

 implementation plan for 2009 – 2012 had been 
prepared. But, its adoption by EuroGeographics was 
needed for sustainability! 

Lessons learned
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User related aspects  (1/2)
 good approach of further GI stakeholders’ 

involvement within the EGN Group of Interest (e.g. 
private companies, UNGEGN, INSPIRE, etc.).

 provision of official endonyms linked to 
standardized exonyms are needed and requested 
mainly by public institutions (e.g. European Statistical 
Office – Eurostat).

 business and pricing model proposed by EGN was 
based on a too optimistic cost/benefit analysis. No 
amendments to user/business requirements provided 
by the pilot customers was done. 

Lessons learned
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User related aspects (2/2)  
 Existing competition with free-of-charge initiatives 

/ services (geonames.org, google, etc.). 
Most end-users seem not to need standardized 
exonyms and official endonyms or aren’t even aware 
of the fact that they can be provided in a 
standardized/official form! 

 UNGEGN has to stronger promote the necessity of 
disseminating authoritative/standardized names data!

Lessons learned
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Technical aspects (1/1)  
 harmonization of official data and channeling of 

this information within a distributed approach has 
been demonstrated to be possible. 

 harmonized feature classification was intensively 
discussed and finally a general one – satisfactorily for 
the purpose of query filtering – could be agreed with 
the NMCAs.

 different understanding on how a “gazetteer 
profile” should look like (ISO 19112 does not facilitate 
multi-names and multilingualism  INSPIRE profile, 
OGC Gazetteer profile).

Lessons learned
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Current setup of EGN in 2014

▪ EGN was reorganised by the Finnish Geodetic Institute 
asa Cloud service in Amazon in 2013. 

▪ All national services had been re-connected in 2014
▪ New technical features since 2014

− OGC standartised Web Map Tile Service (WMTS)
− access to EGN content in Java Script Object Notation (JSON) 

format
− support for KML-encoded output. In addition the service can be 

accessed directly from a network link that could be visualised in 
the Google Earth

− Output of EGN Central Service is available as Core Location 
Vocabulary (CvL) via the Web Feature Service (WFS), or the 
Gazetteer Service AP of WFS, interface
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Current setup of EGN in 2014

Coverage
17 countries
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Current setup of EGN in 2014
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Current setup of EGN in 2014

Diversity of EGN data content
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Current setup of EGN in 2014

“Production Plan” since 2014
▪ Request to members for links to national services on 

geographical names
− New EGN database – 6 tables instead of 22, spatial indexes, 

conforms ISO10112 and OGC Gazetteer Application Profile
− Main technical requirement - INSPIRE compliant national 

webservice
− Right to data use – Framework License Agreement

▪ EGN will serve EuroGeographics as GeoProduct Finder
− Compliant specifications
− NO downloads
− NO dissemination as a product
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Thank you for your attention!


